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evaporated in the translation, and it is
to be hoped that there will be many
readers to be grateful to Mr. Woodward
and Mr. Mattingly for having rescued
the old tale from oblivion.

W. K. LOWTHER CLARKE.

Cavendish, Suffolk.

A propos d'Homere: Progrds et Recul de
la Critique. Par L. LAURAND. Pp. 72.
2 fr.

THERE are certain French scholars who
have the power of gathering up vast
stores of knowledge without letting
themselves be buried under it. They
know all the recent books in all the
languages, and they seem able to carry
them in their heads and to give in a
brief and lucid treatise a general view of
their contents. Such, for instance, is
Meillet's Aperqu d'une Histoire de la Lan-
gue grecque, and similar is this charming
little brochure by the author of Etudes
sur le Style des Discours de Ciceron.

The substance of the book is given in
the following sentence (p. 43): ' Tandis
que la m6thode critique perfectionnee
distingue, dans un seul et meme ecrivain,
dans un seul et meme livre, des differ-
ences de conception et d'idees, des
differences de forme et de style, la crit-
ique homerique en 6tait recemment en-
core a supposer que la moindre diversity
suffit a prouver un poete different.'
M. Laurand begins with Wolf and his
Followers throughout the nineteenth
century, who would note in Homer any
little inconsistency or difference of style,
' et la moindre dissemblance suffisait a
prouver l'existence de deux aedes.1
Then he gives us a summary of the
work of the numberless scholars who
busied themselves in tracing out similar
phenomena in the writings of many
authors, ancient and modern, Plato,
for instance, and Cicero, Chateaubriand
and Victor Hugo. This part of the
treatise is specially valuable. It is sur-
prising to find how many authors have
been guilty of inconsistencies and con-
tradictions, not to speak of variations of
style. With the twentieth century we
come to Blass who proclaims ' i l est
temps d'appliquer a Homere les memes

principes que nous nous sentons obliges
d'employer pour tous les autres auteurs.'
M. Laurand quotes from Classical
Review, xx. (1906), p. 267, the review of
Blass's ' Die Interpolationen ' by ' M.
Allen, dont les belles Editions del'Iliade,
de l'Odyss^e, des Hymnes sont dans
toutes les mains.' He concludes with a
resume of the most recent work on the
Homeric Question. M. Laurand is
writing a Manuel des Etudes grecques et
latines: to judge from this little book he
is well fitted for the task; he has learn-
ing, a sane judgment and a great gift for
exposition.

W. E. P. PANTIN.

Platonische Aufsdtze. By OTTO APELT.
8vo. 1 vol. Pp. 296. Leipzig: B. G.
Teubner, 1912. M. 8.

THIS book contains twelve essays deal-
ing with certain aspects of Plato's
philosophy. The first three, entitled
respectively,' Der uberhimmlische Ort,'
' Wahrheit,' and ' Disharmonien,' are
concerned with pure philosophy. Four
others, ' Das Prinzip der Platooischen
Ethik, ' ' Die Lehre von der Lust,' ' Der
Wert des Lebens,1 and ' Platon's Straf-
theorie,' discuss the practical bearing of
Plato's doctrine. The remainder treat
of minor questions connected with the
dialogues.

In his treatment of Plato's ontology
Herr Apelt makes a sharp distinction
between ' Dialektik' and ' Weltansicht,'
and shows that, if the same distinction
had been clearer in the mind of Plato
himself, the Idea and the Concept would
not have been fused into one, and there
would have been less uncertainty in his
conclusions about the Ideal World. In
regard to the important dialogue of the
Sophist Herr Apelt takes the view that
the definition of Being there is merely a
dialectical shift, and does not indicate
any new departure in Plato's ontology.
He believes also that the Demiourgos
or God of the Timaeus is to be taken
literally, as representing a creative power
or first cause. Plato's ontological
analysis, therefore, resolves the universe
ultimately into Space, Ideas, which
serve as models for created things, and
a God with power to create.
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In the essays dealing with Plato's
attitude to the practical side of life Herr
Apelt brings out the great reverence
paid by Plato to the Reason or Xoyo?,
and shows that it was his aim, in ethics
and politics, to subject every sphere of
life to the norms of Reason. The myth
in the Politicus is, according to Herr
Apelt, simply an exhortation to the
individual to trust his own reason, in
contrast with the trustful, child-like
people of the age of Kronos (p. 84).

Among the essays on minor subjects
is found an interesting discussion on the
tactics of the Platonic Socrates, in which
the practices of reducing the inter-
locutors to self-contradiction, and of
introducing various doubles or shadows
of Socrates into the dialogues are
commented on with excellent illustra-
tions.

Those who read this collection of
essays will be very grateful to Herr
Apelt for his vigorous and original treat-
ment of some of the leading problems
of Platonic theory.

MARIE V. WILLIAMS.

Huguenot College, Wellington,
Cape Colony.

Pessimismus und Weltflucht bei Platon.
By Dr. GUSTAV ENTZ. 8VO. I vol.
Pp. 191. Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr,
1911. M. 5.

W E have in this volume a singularly
clear analysis and estimate of the pessi-
mistic tendency in Plato's dialogues.
This pessimism was to a certain extent
the result of the Homeric view of life
which tradition had handed down, and
in the earliest dialogues it finds expres-
sion in an exposure of the corruption
that permeated public life. Orphism>
brought a ray of hope when it taught'
that this life is not the sum-total of
existence, but merely a preparation for
the true life of which death is the
beginning. This hope was eagerly seized
by Plato, and, largely under its influence,
he was led to construct that eternal
world of ideas which remained un-
touched and uncontaminated by the
transitoriness of material things. All
ascetic doctrines, however, were rejected,

and the soul was to be nurtured not
through the discipline of the body, but
by a right control of conduct. A child-
like optimism shines forth in theTimaeus,
where the Good and Evil of the cosmos
are both recognised, but the Good is
given the upper hand. In Plato's old
age the pessimistic tendency returned.
In the dialogue called The Laws he
realised that the ideal state is only a
evxn> and sketched another second-best
polity where the ideal should be followed
as far as existing conditions might
permit.

Dr. Entz does well to emphasise the
religious and ethical significance of the
Ideas, and to recognise that Dialectic
was an ethical as well as an intellectual
method. This view is exactly the thesis
developed by Professor Stewart in his
Plato's Doctrine of Ideas.

The analysis of the Timaeus and the
contrast drawn between it and the
earlier dialogues are on the whole just,
but the ideal scheme of the Philebus and
its relations with the Timaeus might
have been more satisfactorily dis-
cussed.

Students of Platonism will find Dr.
Entz* treatise a very stimulating, if not
very original, book.

MARIE V. WILLIAMS.

Huguenot College, Wellington,
Cape Colony.

Tituli Faleriorum Veterum Linguis
Falisca et Etrusca Conscripti. Edited
by GUSTAV HERBIG. Leipzig, 1910.

SINCERE apologies are due to the
readers of the Classical Review and to
the distinguished editor of these Inscrip-
tions for the long but scarcely avoidable
delay in this notice of the work. It is
an off-print of nearly 300 Inscriptions,
contained in the second section of
Vol. II. of the Corpus of Etruscan
Inscriptions, published for the benefit
of those who may wish to study the
language of ancient Falerii without
pledging themselves to the study of
Etruscan proper. It is needless to say
that the volume shows the accuracy
and lucidity which mark all Dr. Herbig's
work; and there are few sets of inscrip-


